Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.083; wR factor = 0.191; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.2.
The molecule of the title compound, C 10 H 13 NO 3 , is approximately planar. A network of N-HÁ Á ÁO and weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds helps to consolidate the crystal structure.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Sun et al. (2002) . For details of the synthesis, see: Tang et al. (1999) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: HB2732).
= 0.038Å).
A network of N-H···O and C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) helps to establish the crystal packing in (I). A short intramolecular C-H···O contact also occurs, based on the geometrically positioned H1A atom, which lies on the mirror plane.
Experimental
A mixture of 2-tert-butyl 4-ethyl 3,5-dimethyl-1H-pyrrole-2,4-dicarboxylate (30 mmol) in trifluoroacetic acid (40 ml) was stirred for 5 minutes and warmed to 313 K. The mixture was then cooled to 268 K and triethyl orthoformate (45 mmol) was added all at once. The mixture was stirred for about 1 minute, removed from the cold bath and then stirred for 1 h.
The trifluoroacetic acid was removed by rotary evaporation and the residue was put into 200 g of ice. The gray floating precipitate was collected by vacuum filtration and washed with 40 ml water then recrystallized twice from ethyl acetate containing Darco carbon black to give 3.7 g of the title compound (Tang et al.,1999) . Colourless needles of (I) were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution.
Refinement
The H atoms were positioned geometrically (N-H = 0.86 Å, C-H = 0.93 and 0.96 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) =1.2U eq (carrier) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with displacement ellipsoids for the non-H atoms drawn at the 30% probability level. The short intramolecular C-H···O interaction is shown as dashed line. 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.021
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.2º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 1.8º 
